Hemopneumothorax: complication of tunneler use in axillofemoral bypass.
Two cases of accidental entrance of the thorax with a vascular tunneler are reported. Passage of this instrument when performing axillofemoral bypass is probably safer when done in a cephalad-to-caudad direction. A counterincision at the costal margin may be helpful in avoiding the complication, especially when the tunneler is passed from the groin.